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SBA and MBDA Salute Minority Businesses During
21% Anniversary Celebration of Minority Enterprise Development
Week

WASHINGTON — One of 10 regiona minority-owned businesses from around the country will
receive the U.S. Small Business Adminidration’s prestigious Minority Small Business Person of the
Year award for superior business achievements at this year’ s Minority Enterprise Development Week
conference.

The award winners have businesses ranging from accounting and tax services to architecture and
janitorid services.

The awards for the Minority Small Business Persons of the Y ear will be presented during the 21st
Anniversary celebration of the Nationd Minority Enterprise Development (MED) Week conference on
September 28-October 1 in Washington, D.C., a the Omni Shoreham hote. MED Week is
cosponsored by the SBA and the Minority Business Development Agency of the U.S. Department of
Commerce.

Besides the nationd winner, other awards to be announced during the conference include the SBA
Administrator’s Leadership award and the 8(a) Graduate Firm of the Year award. MBDA will dso
present awards for minority businesses such as the National Minority Entrepreneur of the Year
award and the Ronald H. Brown Leader ship Award, named for the late Secretary of Commerce, who
was an outstanding advocate for minority busness.

MED Wesek, held annually since 1983, recognizes minority businesses contributions to the nation’s
economy. In his proclamation this year, President Bush urged dl Americansto join together in honoring
minority entrepreneurs across the country in appropriate observances.

“The National MED Week Conference has dways provided a unique forum to address the mgjor
issues affecting the growth and development of minority businesses,” SBA Administrator Hector V.
Barreto said. “Thisyear’s conference will continue to honor minorities and women who have
demonstrated |leadership and outstanding accomplishments through their hard work and determination,
but will dso introduce severa new segments, which will help minority businesses become viablein the
globa marketplace.”

Thethemeis“Strategies for Growth in the American Economy, Part [11: Pursuing the Global
Economy.” The conference will festure forums ort Trade and Investment Climate for U.S. Companies
in Emerging Markets; Doing Busnessin Africa; A Practica Guide to Overseas Transactions; and Major
Reconstruction Contracting Opportunities in the Developing World.
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Senior gaff from the Bush Adminidration such as Jendayi Frazer, Senior Director for African Affairsfor
the President will be present each morning for the Meet Your White House breakfast sessions.

The conference will o provide opportunities to network at the MED Week 2003 Business Expo as
well as a pand moderated by the SBA to discuss proven strategies to maximize federa procurement
opportunities. There aso will be awvard ceremonies to honor minority entrepreneurs, minority business
advocates and leaders in the corporate community.

The 10 recipients of the Regiond Minority Smal Business Persons of the Y ear awards are expected to
attend the National MED Week conference to accept their awards during the dlosing gdaon the
evening of October 1%, The honorees will be recognized for their dedication and commitment to

excdlence.

The 10 Regiond Minority Small Business Persons of the Year are:

REGION |

Mr. William E. Sanchez, J.
President

William's Financid Services
Centrd Fdls, RI

REGION I

Mr. Sreenivas Raman

President

Integrated Construction Enterprises
Bdleville, NJ

REGION 111

Ms. LaTanniaA. Fair
President

Fair Insurance Agency, Inc.
Bear, DE

REGION IV

Ms. Jeanette C. Loop
CEO

Janus Research Group, Inc.
Appling, GA

REGION V

Mr. Alphonso Wofford
President

CDO Technologies
Dayton, OH

REGION VI

Ms. Rebecca A. Mdoy
President

Maoy Congtruction, Inc.
Albuquerque, NM

REGION VII

Mr. Lei-Hoo Mak
President

Mak Architects, Inc.
S Louis, MO

REGION VI
Mr. Raul Ludani
President
Maintenance Patrol
McAlliser, MT

REGION I X

Mr. John Lee

President

Sea Pac Engineering, Inc.
LosAngeles CA

REGION X

Ms. Rhonda Herschdll

President
Cherokee Genera Corporation
Fairview, OR



For more information, contact the MED Week 2003 office a 1-877-MEDWEEK or vist the Web ste

at www.medweek.gov.
Additional information about SBA's programs and servicesis available at SBA’'s Web site:
www.sha.gov or by calling the SBA's Answer Desk at 1-800 U ASK SBA.
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